
Concurrent Group Sessions and Tours

Session Title: Meanings of “Home” in Times of Vulnerability, Increased Mobility, 
and Fragile Infrastructure

Discussion Leaders

▪ Laura Del Prete, a non-profit subject matter expert, Deputy Director, National Alliance 
of Mental Illness (NJ): NAMI NJ

▪ Dr. Carlos Genatios, Director of Engineering, Technology, and Design, Miami Dade 
College

▪ Dr. Rebecca Hardin, Associate Professor (with tenure) of Environment and 
Sustainability, and Faculty Director for Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion, University 
of Michigan’s School for Environment and Sustainability, or SEAS

▪ Dr. Julie Ju-Youn Kim AIA, Associate Professor (with tenure) and the Director/Founder 
of Flourishing Communities Collaborative, Georgia Tech

Conversation Prompts

1. How do we build inclusive risk models, inclusive of community members most 
impacted by disasters, to mitigate the impact of disasters? Why is it important for 
architects to be part of this conversation centered on equity and inclusion through 
design and technology?

2. Responses to natural and man-made disasters often generate “crisis cycles” in public 
relations. Crises undermine trust in public utilities and services. How can research and 
the visibility of practices in pre- and post- disasters times be less “weaponized”? Can we 
develop gateways to more constructive, transparent dialogue about systems and 
infrastructure?

3. What are some examples of “everyday technologies” that have been adapted and 
repurposed to assist to serve the public in disaster/crisis or food shortage situations?

4. Good design is a human right and should be available to all. What are some strategies 
to prepare the next generation of designers, who may lack access to resources, to 
become the builders of future equitable environments across scales, e.g., cities to 
blocks to neighborhoods to buildings?

https://fc2.design.gatech.edu/

